
President’s Message 
 
Dear Sister Zontians:  
 
“It’s amazing what power a few good women can wield….” 
so starts a thank you letter from Nancy Fletcher, our Founders Day 
Award winner.   She was duly impressed with our members and 
our work.  Our monetary gift  will be used by ACT NOW! as a re-
source for  girls and those who work with them.    I couldn’t agree 
with you more, Nancy.  And thank YOU (and V) for all that you do 
to spread the word about the important mission of your organiza-
tion.  
 
Janet and Mary Ann have worked very hard on putting together the 
December program and sending invitations to prospective mem-
bers.  Please note that the social time is extended to one hour—so 
come early to enjoy hors’ d’oeuvres and a cocktail (a cash bar will 
serve wine, cosmopolitans and melon margaritas) and mingle!  The 
dinner selection is salmon; an alternative chicken entrée will be 
available if pre-ordered.   Janet is handling reservations this 
month.   Members and guests are asked to bring an unwrapped toy 
or book to donate to Christmas for Kids—or a sweat suit (new or 
gently used pants/top) to donate to Wing Memorial Hospital for use 
by victims of rape. 
 
Please get poinsettia orders into Anne Cormier (283-4646) so we 
can be sure to have enough on had for delivery in the next two 
weeks.  Future service initiatives will be influenced by the result of 
this important fundraiser.  These plants make such beautiful and 
lasting gifts that they are truly worth the outlay.    
 
A reminder from Joanne:  
During this season of heartfelt giving, please also  
remember that your gift to the Zonta International 
Foundation will reach women around the world. 
 
Thanks for all you do.  
Mary F. Knight 
 
P.S. check out the challenge question to the left! 
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December 1  World AIDS Day 
 
December 8    Holiday Meeting   
5-6pm Social / Dinner /program 
Dinner will be Salmon, broccoli with cran-
berry glaze, and potatoes (Chicken alterna-
tive is available if pre-ordered) 
 
December 10 Human Rights Day 
 
Happy & Safe Holidays ! 
 
December 29   6pm Board Meeting   
 
January 12  Dinner Meeting 
Amelia Earhart Program 
 
January 15  Martin Luther King Day 
 
January 26   6pm Board Meeting 
 
February 9   Dinner Meeting 
 
 
See our Calendar at  
zontaqv.org/calendar.htm 
for other important dates. 
 
Guests Welcome!  We meet at Johnsens 
Catering on Main Street in Palmer   
Notify Janet DaSilva at 413 323 4906 or 
DaSilvaAssoc@msn.com of the number of 
new and/or returning guests.   
 
########################## 
UN / International Committee 
Challenge. Win a "foreign treas-
ure" for correctly answering this 
question: 
 
“What is CONGO, including a few 
mandates, and how has Jackie 
Shapiro, our International UN 
Chairman, been involved in this or-
ganization ?” 

$25 for large 
$18 for med. 
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Zonta Bog 

Newsletter feedback 

and content 

suggestions are 

encouraged.   

Please send to 

MFKnight@Crocker.

com 

Club Officers  
2008—2010 

Z O N T A  B O G  N E W S L E T T E R  

Committee Chairs 
Finance………………….Julie Bowder 
Membership…………….Janet DaSilva 
PR/Marketing…………...Louise Larocque 
UN/International……….Liz Reeves 
Status of Women………Deb Allen 
Scholarships…………….Carol Bardon 
 
ZISVAW………………. Mary Knight 
Bylaws…………………...BJ Bourdon 
Environmental…………..Joanne Turner-Chiacchia 
Poinsettia Fundraiser. …Ann Cormier 
Founders Day………….Chris Gerl 
Holiday Party…………..MaryAnn Rubis 
Amelia Earhart…………Dianne Kidd 
Golf Fundraiser………...Debbie Wood 
Archives………………...Marge Cavanaugh 
 
Nominating……………..T.B.D. 

Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley  
District I, Area II, Charter 1317 of Zonta 
International 
 
President            Mary Knight 

Vice President     Janet DaSilva 

Treasurer           Julie Bowder 

Secretary            Carol Bardon 

Directors            Chris Gerl 
                         Louise Larocque 
                 Joanne Turner-Chiacchia 

                           

Take Action 25 November - 10 December 2008  
Say NO to Violence against Women 

Help reach one million names by 25 November, when all names will be handed to UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in a broadbased call for governments to take action 
to end violence against women and girls.  UNIFEM Goodwill Ambassador Nicole 
Kidman invites you to Say NO to Violence against Women.  Add your voice to an 
ever-growing movement of people who call for global action to end violence against 
women.  Go to http://www.saynotoviolence.org/ and follow the prompts.   
 
16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence   
Join the 2008 Global Campaign! Human Rights for Women ‹—› 
Human Rights for All.    Zonta International invites all Zonta Clubs, 

Zontians and friends of Zonta to join this global campaign against gender violence. 
Campaign participants have been instrumental in bringing issues of violence against 
women to the forefront of local, national, regional and global arenas since the first 
campaign originated in 1991.    
Since 1991, the 16 Days Campaign has helped to raise awareness about gender 
violence and highlighted its effects on women globally. Each year, thousands of activists from all over 
the world utilize the campaign to further their work to end violence against women.   This year’s 
theme is dedicated to recognizing the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights on 10 December 2008.        
Take Action Kit and Ideas at: www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/16days/kit08/theme.html 
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were also additional letters 
and order forms.  Deliveries 
will be after Thanksgiving. 
 
Golf: Deb Wood explained 
golf options and there was a 
discussion.  Julie and Chris 
Goold to help with options. 
 
Other Committees: 
U.N. Liz to pose question in 
newsletter at each meeting.  
Zonta International – report 
on mother to child trans-
mition of HIV/AIDS 
 
ZISVAW: no report on con-
ference yet.  Discussion from 
members about conference. 
 
Service:  Joanne suggested 
that we donate $100 to 
D’Amour Cancer Care in 
memory of Kathy Hood. 
Voted and approved. 
 
Mary gave Chris Gerl past 
president pin.  On a side note, 
Chris mentioned that Wing 
Hospital will accept clothing 
items for victims of abuse.  
 
Then there was an overview 
from members on what Zonta 
QV has done over the years. 
 
Founders’ Day Award:   
BJ presented Nancy Fletcher 
from ACT NOW! as the 
Founders’ Day recipient.  
Nancy and “V” presented a 
video and led a game that in-
troduced us all to improvisa-
tion in a very real way. 
 

Next year’s Fall Zonta District 
will be hosted by the Berkshire 
club, at Jiminy Peak, on October 23.  
We have been asked to be in 
charge of the Store.  There was 
general consensus that we can do 
this.  
 
Get involved with and informed 
about the 16 Days of Activism 
against Gender Violence, from No-
vember 25th – December 10th.  Go 
to Zonta.org for ideas. 
 
December meet-
ing will be at John-
sen’s.  Janice needs 
names to invite and 
what we are going to 
do during social and 
Christmas for Kids. 
 
Raffle Winners:  
Joanne, Deb W, Lynn 
Goodhue, Janet, and 
Ann. 
 
Thanks to everyone 
for their generous do-
nations of non-
perishable items. 
Joanne has arranged for a pickup by 
the Palmer Food Bank. 
Deb Wood distributed containers 
to put a work sites for use in col-
lecting toiletries for area shelters. 
 
Adjournment at 8:20pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Bardon, Secretary 

Johnsen’s Catering 
Palmer, Massachusetts 
 
Members Present: 
Carol Bardon,  BJ Bourdon, 
Julie Bowder,  Ann Cormier, 
Janet DaSilva, Chris Gerl, Kris 
Goold,  Dianne Kidd, Mary 
Knight, Liz Reeves, Mary Ann 
Rubis, Joanne Turner-
Chiacchia, and Deb Wood. 
 
Absent: Deb Allen, Dot La-
Fratta, Marge Cavanaugh  
 
Guests: Jean Dill, Jean Francis, 
Lynn Goodhue, Pat Zimmer, 
Nancy Fletcher, Veronica “V.”  
 
Dinner began at 6:15pm. 
 
Moment of Silence for Kathy 
Hood, who recently lost her 
battle with cancer. 
 
Janet recognized member – 
Mary Ann Rubis. 
 
Minutes: Correction to min-
utes – Nostalgia day, and Mary 
Ann and Ann were absent from 
previous meeting.  Minutes ac-
cepted with corrections. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Julie 
presented report, motion to 
accept for audit. 
 
Committees: 
 
Poinsettia:  Ann reported 
that letters and order forms 
went out in the mail. Medium 
are $18, Large are $25.  There 

November 10, 2008 Business Meeting 

Proposals from 
Service for 

donations to be 
voted on 12/8: 

 
$150 each to 

Christmas for 
Kids in Palmer 

and Ware. 
 

$100 each to 
Food Pantries 

in Belchertown, 
Palmer and 

Ware. 
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